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“SEE YOU IN HELL” 
 

 I had never seen the young man before. I know 

nothing about his personal conduct and certainly do 

not know what he was thinking in his heart. When I 

saw him a few weeks ago in another country, I 

witnessed him doing one thing: walking in a mall. It 

was the printed statement on the back of his shirt 

which caught my attention: “SEE YOU IN HELL.”  

 My first thought was, “How sad.” How sad that 

anyone would end up in eternal torment. How sad that 

someone would make money by printing clothing 

which speaks of a rendezvous in hell. How sad that 

people actually buy and wear shirts that have such 

language about being in hell inscribed on them.  

 The New Testament Greek word for “hell” is 

“γέεννα/geenna,” often written in English as 

“Gehenna.” “This was originally the valley of 

Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead 

animals of the city were cast out and burned; a fit 

symbol of the wicked and their future destruction” 
[Thayer via e-Sword, word no. 1067]. 

 Know this: what the Bible says about hell portrays 

it as a place that we should want to avoid at all costs 

(Mark 9:43-49). Making plans to meet up with 

someone in hell (as in “See You in Hell”) shows a 

failure to understand just how horrible hell really is. 

 Did you realize that in the New Testament 

message about hell, Jesus said more about it than 

anyone did? Out of the twelve times that “Gehenna” is 

found in the New Testament, in every instance except 

one (James 3:6) we read it in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. 

And in those three books, the references to hell always 

came from the mouth of the Christ. Jesus exemplified 

compassion and love in all that He did and said. The 

fact that the most caring person ever to walk the earth 

spoke about Gehenna lets us know that it is not 

unloving to tell the world what the God of heaven 

says about hell. 

 Some have suggested that hell is a fantasy, a 

concept that Bible-believers imagined and hold over 

people’s head to try and get them to be good. Not so, 

my friend. Hell is real. Jesus used its existence and 

nature to motivate people to think properly and make 

proper decisions. As Jesus prepared to send His 

apostles out to preach, He told them in advance about 

the opposition and persecution that they would face. 

Even under such circumstances, He did not want them 

to shrink from living for Him and proclaiming His 

message: “And do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able 

to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 

10:28). No, hell is not a joking matter. Some 

Christians need to clean up their speech about hell, 

because there is nothing funny about it or being one of 

its inhabitants.  

 Hell is a place of punishment. Jesus asked the 

hypocritical scribes and Pharisees, “Serpents, brood of 

vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of 

hell?” (Matthew 23:33). As we noted earlier in the 

message of Matthew 10:28, hell is a place of 

destruction. Regarding the destruction that will take 

place in Gehenna, “The idea is not extinction but ruin; 

loss, not of being, but of well-being” [Vine, word no. 

622; www2.mf.no/bibelprog/vines.pl?tofrom]. 

 Hell is a place of permanence. Jesus called it “the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” 

(Matthew 25:41). In the same breath, so to speak, the 

Master referred to it as “everlasting punishment” 

(Matthew 25:46). The punishment in hell never comes 

to an end. Those who arrive in hell will be permanent 

residents there! Hell is a place from which not one 

single person will escape from the awful, unthinkable 

torment. In hell, there are no doors marked “Exit.” 

 Hell is a place which will be heavily populated. 

The everlasting destruction of hell (and from the 

presence of the Lord) awaits those who do not obey 

God and who do not obey the gospel of the Christ (2 

Thessalonians 1:8,9). In general, Jesus said, “. . . 

broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there 

are many who go in by it” (Matthew 7:13).  

 Many people of our day lack a reverence for the 

Lord and a healthy fear of the horrors of hell. Let us 

not be ashamed to tell the world and the church what 

Almighty Jehovah says about hell. Each person needs 

to hear that message. At the same time, let us proclaim 

with tenderness and boldness that because of God’s 

matchless love, Jesus paid the price for our sins, 

allowing us to avoid hell and receive eternal life.  
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BONES OF JOSEPH
 

  In the closing section of the book of Genesis, we 

read a fascinating statement which Joseph, the son 

of Jacob, made to his brethren. He talked with them 

about what would happen to his bones, that is, what 

he wanted them to do with his body after his 

passing. Here are the words of Genesis 50:24-26:  

(24) And Joseph said to his brethren, ‘I am dying; 

but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of 

this land to the land of which He swore to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.’ (25) Then Joseph 

took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, 

‘God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up 

my bones from here.’ (26)  So Joseph died, being 

one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed 
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

What lessons can we learn from the Bible’s message 

about Jacob’s bones?  

 Joseph’s statement about his bones reminds us of 

the certainty of death for all. Joseph was a mighty 

man, second in command in the land of Egypt, yet, 

he, too, made the transition from “I am dying” to 

“Joseph died” (50:24,26), leaving his bones behind. 

Except for those who still will be alive when Jesus 

comes again, all humans die (Hebrews 9:27), and 

their bones are left in the hands of others.  

 Joseph showed faith in God’s promise to visit 

Israel (50:25). It is not speculation on our part to 

state that in this regard Joseph demonstrated faith. 

You see, the Bible says, “By faith Joseph, when he 

was dying, made mention of the departure of the 

children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning 

his bones” (Hebrews 11:22). Joseph was totally 

convinced about these matters: (1) The God of 

heaven is faithful, being true to His word at all 

times; (2) The God of heaven has the power to 

fulfill His promises; (3) The God of heaven had 

promised Joseph’s father, grandfather, and great- 

grandfather that He would give the land of Canaan 

to their descendants (Genesis 12:5,7); (4) Since God 

is faithful and has the power to fulfill His promises, 

if He pledged to give a land to Jacob’s offspring, 

the Israelites, then that is exactly what would take 

place. Thus, Joseph basically said, “When God 

comes to visit His people and make good on His 

promise, my bones are going with you.” Now that is 

buying into what Jehovah says and taking action! 

 Joseph’s bones lying in that coffin in Egypt sent 

a powerful message to the enslaved Israelites. Every 

time they thought about, talked about, or had 
occasion to pass by the bones of Joseph, they would 
be reminded of Joseph’s statements about his bones 

and that the God of heaven, according to His will 

and time schedule, would fulfill His promise to 

bring them to the distant land of Canaan. In the 

same way, when we reflect on our Lord’s promise 

of an eternal inheritance, we are reminded of the 

spiritual land of Canaan to which we are headed. 

When life seems tough, even unfair, and the road 

seems so long, let us remember our final destination! 

 What actually transpired with Joseph’s bones 

after he died? It is common for people to make 
requests about their funeral and what they would like 

to be done with their body following their demise. In 

some cases, the survivors follow those wishes; in 

other instances, they disregard them and do as they 

please. What happened with Joseph’s bones? The 

children of Israel complied with his request. A few 

hundred years after Joseph’s passing, when the Lord 

delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, 

“Moses took the bones of Joseph with him . . .” 

(Exodus 13:19). That is right: Joseph’s bones were 

transported from place to place as Israel wandered 

in the wilderness for forty years. Finally, after the 

Israelites conquered Canaan, “The bones of Joseph, 

which the children of Israel had brought up out of 

Egypt, they buried at Shechem, in the plot of ground 

which Jacob had bought . . .” and belonged to the 

land territory of Joseph’s offspring (Joshua 24:32).  

 Some people go to great lengths to make 

arrangements for their bones, but they do not do the 

same with their soul. Joseph did both. That is, he 

expressed his desires about what he wanted others 

to do with his physical body, but he also made it his 

priority in life to walk with the Lord and thereby 

make proper arrangements for his soul’s eternal 

well-being. “What shall it profit a man if he gains 

the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 

8:36). In the same way, what shall it profit a man if 

his bones are buried or cremated in a memorable 

fashion, but he loses his own soul? Right-thinking 

people are those who set their mind “on things 

above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2); 

their number one focus is on eternity in heaven (1 

Peter 1:3,4), not a cemetery plot or fancy funeral.  

 Like Joseph, we might have a say in where our 

bones will be placed, but the Lord will make the 

final decision about our soul’s destiny. When you 

think about it, we choose our own eternal destiny by 

the choices that we make in life. The Lord simply 

will be the One who pronounces the final verdict.  

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



LET US USE THOSE TRACTS!

 The Christ charged His followers to go teach/ 

make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19). It is 

His will that we preach repentance and remission of 

sins in His name among all nations (Luke 24:47). He 

wants all lost people to be saved, so He wants every 

single person to hear and obey the gospel (Mark 

16:15,16). His desire is crystal clear. So is our 

mission! 

 Tracts are one means of communicating the 

Bible’s message to other humans. Whether we place a 

tract in someone’s hand, leave it in the entrance to 

their dwelling place, or lay it in some public area, 

tracts can be an effective, non-confrontational way of 

introducing people to Jesus and the Bible. Let us use 

them! We personally have used them extensively and 

plan to continue to do so. 

 While it is possible for a tract to be available for 

reading online, much like one would read an article, 

normally when we speak of a “tract,” we have in mind 

a message about a Bible topic or topics which is 

printed in a not-too-lengthy format. It might be done 

on a single, folded sheet of paper, or it could be 

somewhat longer and need to be stapled. We call them 

“Bible tracts” because they cover Bible-related 

subjects.  

 Perhaps we should clear the air on a couple of 

matters. Yes, printed tracts cost money. Yes, some 

people throw away the tracts which they receive from 

us without reading them. And yes, some people read 

our tracts but do not have the response which we are 

seeking. Should we conclude from these admissions 

that printing and distributing tracts is a waste of 

money, time, and effort? Not at all. 

 What do tracts do? They put people face to face 

with some aspect of God’s soul-saving truth. No 

single tract covers every Bible subject, but when a 

disciple sows the seed, every little bit can be helpful.  

 What do tracts do? They send a message to the 

recipient/reader that says, “We care enough about you 

and your soul to tell you what the God of heaven says 

about this subject.” 

 What do tracts do? They bear fruit. We fondly 

recall how one hospital patient found a tract in a 

waiting room, read it, requested a Bible course 

through the mail, and eventually obeyed the gospel: 

all because someone left a truth-teaching tract in a 

visible location. That brother died in the Lord, and he 

owes his salvation in part to a tract and tract-sharer. 

Another brother whom we know is an elder in the 

church – his conversion started when he read a tract. 

 What are some potential pluses/advantages of 

using tracts as a teaching tool?   

  As with other written materials, they can be read 

and reread, again and again. 

      One can read a tract at his own rate of speed. 

      One can read a tract wherever and whenever he 

desires without pressure from anyone looking over his 

shoulder. 

      They are organized and systematic – if done 

well, they stay “on topic” and do not ramble. 

      They easily can be passed on from one reader to 

the next. In one scenario, a person was given a tract 

then passed it to another, and through him contact was 

made with a third party. It was folks in the third stage 

of contact who obeyed the gospel, not the first one 

encountered or the second reader of the tract. Who 

originally distributed the tract? A four-year old kid. 

      Tracts are written on specific topics. That is 

appealing to one interested in such subjects. 

      They can serve as “door openers.” They can be 

helpful in creating a connection with a person which 

could lead to a person-to-person study. 

 Some suggestions and observations on using tracts: 

     Carry some with you on more than one topic. 

     Some are written better than others. Try to use 

the best available to you on a given topic. 

     Some are so long they lose their effectiveness. 

     If using tracts for mass distribution, try to use 

tracts that introduce the reader to basic topics (such as 

Jesus is the Son of God or why we believe the Bible is 

God’s word).  

     Some are well-written, but the person whom you 

want to reach may not be ready to receive the truth 

presented in it. Use common sense. For instance, each 

person needs to realize the importance of worshipping 

God on the first day of the week, however giving a 

tract which covers that theme to one who does not 

even believe the Bible is the word of God is not going 

to be very helpful. 

     Try to give appropriate tracts – those which best 

fit what you know about a person’s background or 

interest. 

     Look for opportunities to get tracts into people’s 

hands. Do some brainstorming. Be creative.  

 Some of the tract racks in our church buildings are 

pitiful. Dust abounds, tracts are mangled, many slots 

are empty, and the whole setup looks unorganized. In 

a word, they look neglected, unloved, and unused.  

 Should we consider using tracts as our one-and-

only method of teaching the gospel? We think not. 

They can be a helpful tool, but they can never take the 

place of one-on-one instruction with an open Bible.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 John 2:3-6 – KNOWING GOD 

 As you and I study the epistle which we know as 1 

John, it is apparent that some of the first-century 

Christians to whom John wrote had come in contact 

with untruthful messages about fellowship, love, and 

sin. What about the concept of knowing God? That, 

too, was a matter about which the saints needed 

clarity. Hear the message of 1 John 2:3-6: 

(3) Now by this we know that we know Him, if we 

keep His commandments. (4) He who says, “I 

know Him,” and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 

him. (5) But whoever keeps His word, truly the 

love of God is perfected in him. By this we know 

that we are in Him. (6) He who says he abides in 

Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

 Some questions are in order. First of all, in the 

context of 1 John 2:3-6, who is the one (“Him”) that 

John speaks about knowing? In verse five, we read 

about “the love of God,” so God is in the picture. 

Also, when we follow the pronoun “Him” from verse 

three back to the opening statements of the chapter, 

what we see is a reference to the Father and the Christ 

(2:1), followed by a reference to Jesus being the` 

propitiation for our sins (2:2). So, in this context, 

knowing “Him” refers to knowing the Lord.  

 Is it possible for humans to know God? John’s 

inspired message gives an affirmative answer, as he 

spoke of those who legitimately “know Him” (2:3). 

Paul expressed his personal desire to “know Him and 

the power of His resurrection” (Philippians 3:10). In 

this case, the word “Him” refers to the Christ. At the 

time Paul wrote that statement, he already had been in 

the Lord over two decades. The apostle certainly knew 

the fact that He had risen from the dead and that His 

resurrection showed Him to be the Son of God with 

power (Romans 1:4). What Paul longed for was to 

know the Lord personally and intimately, being able 

to understand and appreciate as much as humanly 

possible everything about His Savior.  

 Is it possible for humans to know that they know 

God? Yes. Look again at 1 John 2:3: “Now by this we 

know that we know Him, if . . .” John went on to 

declare, “By this we know that we are in Him” (2:5). 

Thus, it is possible for one to know “where he is” in 

his spiritual life. A child of God can know Him (2:3), 

know that he is in Him (2:5), and know that he has 

eternal life (5:13). 

 Why is knowing the Lord such an important 

matter? When Jesus prayed to the Father about His 

authority to grant eternal life to those whom the Father 

gave Him, He said, “And this is eternal life, that they 

may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent” (John 17:2,3). So, a person 

being granted eternal life is predicated upon that 

person knowing the Lord. Therefore, knowing or not 

knowing the Lord will determine a person’s eternal 

destiny (whether he will receive eternal life or not). 

 Is there a difference between knowing about God 

and knowing God? There is a huge difference. Many 

people believe in God, accepting the evidence for His 

existence. Yet, some of those folks have no interest in 

learning or doing God’s will. Such people do not 

know the Lord in a biblical sense. Even among those 

who pronounce themselves as believers in Jesus, there 

are many who do not know the Lord in the way that 

the Bible describes knowing Him. Paul used strong 

language to warn Titus about certain individuals, 

saying: “They profess to know God, but in works they 

deny Him . . .” (Titus 1:16). 

 What if I claim to know God but do not submit to 

His instructions? Here is the Bible’s answer: “He who 

says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in Him” 

(1 John 2:4). Obviously, knowing the Lord involves 

more than thinking and talking about it. It requires 

action on our part – action that conforms to His will. 

 Who is the one who knows God? Here are three 
Bible descriptions of a God-knowing person: 

- He keeps God’s commandments. How do we 

know this is the case? The Bible says, “Now by 

this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments” (1 John 2:3).  

- He “keeps His word,” and in him God’s love is 

perfected (1 John 2:5). 

- He abides in the Lord (1 John 2:5,6). 

 For one to know the Lord, he does not have to be 

well-known, well-educated in secular matters, or 

wealthy in a material sense. What he does have to do 

is possess a humble heart that is in love with the Lord. 

If one is going to know the Lord in the way that the 

Scriptures portray knowing Him, then he will need to 

prepare his heart to study and learn what God desires, 

accept what the Lord says, and submit courageously 

to what the Lord commands. Such a conclusion may 

not sit well with some folks, but it is a sound 

conclusion drawn from the clear teachings of 1 John 

2:3-6. My friend, do You know the Lord?  

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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